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the resentment which arises against a coldly intellectual pre-
sentation should be sternly curbed, the difference between
intelligence and sympathy being recognised.

2. THE DISTORT/NG FORCE OF EMOTION

One of the things most apt to be overlooked by the
emotional person is the way in which emotion fids his sur-
rounding atmosphere with its vibrations, -and thereby biasses
the intelligence ; everything is seen through this atmosphere
and is coloured and distorted by it. so that things do not
reach the intelligence in their true form and colour, but arrive
twisted and discoloured. Our aura surrounds us, and should
be a pellucid medium through which all in the outer world
should reach us in its own form and colour; but when the
aura is vibrating with emotion it cannot act as such a medium,
and all is refracted that passes into it, and reaches us quite
other than it is. If a person is under water and a stick is put
near him in the air, and he tries to touch it his hand will be
wrongly directed, for he will put his hand to the place at
which he sees the stick, and as the rays coming from it are
refracted on entering the water, the stick will be, for him.
displaced. Similarly when an impression from the outer
world reaches us through an aura over-charged with emo-
tion, its proportions are distorted and its position misjudged :

hence the data supplied to the intelligence are erroneous, and
the judgment founded upon them will therefore necessarily
be wrong, however accurately the intelligence may work.

Even the most careful self-analysis will not entirely protect
us against this emotional disturbance. The intellect ever